Word-specific effects on sound change of the lexical pitch accent in Kyungsang Korean.
This study investigated word-specific effects for the on-going sound change of the lexical pitch accent of Kyungsang Korean, arguably induced by influence from the standard Seoul Korean. This study tested whether Kyungsang speakers produced and perceived words used only in Kyungsang areas differently from the words used both in Seoul and Kyungsang areas. In production and perception experiments, Kyungsang speakers exhibited more conservative patterns for the word used only in the Kyungsang area compared to the other type of words. Implications on the sound change of the lexical pitch accent in Kyungsang Korean were discussed based on an exemplar framework.